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Lou DeMille Don Walsh Sr. 
*Jim Haggerty Sr. Dawn Wolfsgruber

Referee_s 

Fred Dumont *Herman English
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Ralph Chiarello 
Rashawn Glenn 
Peter Kelly 
Steve MacZinko 

Debra Zsenak Hart 
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CYO Basketball – 66 YEARS!    
The Mercer County CYO, one of the greatest and probably the longest 
running youth basketball leagues in the State,  celebrated its 64th 
Anniversary during the 2015-2017 basketball season.  
 
The league that started in 1952 at Junior High School #2 on South Olden 
Avenue in Trenton has come a long way to many different gymnasiums 
across Mercer County. The majority of the games are now played at the 
CYO Center at 920 South Broad Street in Trenton. The former movie 
theater hosts close to 400 games per year and has been called by many as 
the best school/ recreational gymnasium in Mercer County. This 
statement can be made since some major renovations to the gymnasium 
have taken place, most notably the restoration of the gym floor and the 
yearly touch up. It is a true first class facility that can serve more than 
grammar school basketball, proving this by hosting high school, college, 
and even professional basketball over the years. The gymnasium that 
hosts the majority of the games is part of the tradition and allure of CYO 
Basketball. 
 
CYO Basketball is as strong as ever in Mercer County, with over 50 
teams still competing in six different divisions in recent years. There are 
about 12 different schools/ parishes that participate in the CYO 
Basketball League and even the recent restructuring of the Diocesan 
grammar schools could not diminish the league. Many parishes now 
enter multiple teams to give more kids an opportunity to play. The CYO 
has been the main feeder system for the high schools in Mercer County 
and has produced countless talented basketball players that have gone on 
to star in upper level leagues. If the walls of the “John Mincey Manczak 
Memorial Gymnasium” at 920 South Broad Street could talk, they would 
tell quite a story. Mincey was one of the original CYO basketball 
referees and was still active at age 80 as a scorekeeper until his passing 
in October 1996. 
 
It’s hard to imagine the number of players who participated in CYO 
basketball over the years, and the number of games played. It is the 
teams, players, the countless volunteer coaches and the history that 
makes the Mercer County CYO rich in tradition. We will continue to see 
new generations of families coming to CYO Basketball games with their 
grandchildren talking about their days in the CYO. The tradition will 
continue and the CYO Basketball League will continue to be among the 
best in New Jersey and the country.  
 



HISTORY OF THE MERCER COUNTY CYO 
 

In September 1952, the Catholic Youth Organization of the Diocese of Trenton was 
established in all eight Counties of the Diocese, under the supervision of the late Father 
Leonard R. Toomey, Diocesan CYO Director.  
 
Like its counterparts, the Mercer County CYO functioned in 26 parishes offering a four-
fold program of spiritual, athletic, cultural, and social activities to boys and girls of both 
grammar school and high school age, as well as to young adults out of school and 
working. The latter group was known as CYAC’s – Catholic Young Adult Club. With 
3,000 youth in these three divisions participating weekly in the CYO program, the 
Mercer County CYO was one of the largest youth service agencies in the area.  
 
On February 3, 1958, the Mercer County CYO opened its first official headquarters at 1 
Centre Street, Trenton adjacent to Sacred Heart Church. The building was well known 
City-wide as the home of the former Men’s Catholic Club and its gymnasium, game 
activity, and meeting rooms became alive again.  
 
The CYO Day Camp began on July 7, 1958, on a 20-acre tract site of the old Springdale 
Park, on Allentown Rd. in Yardville, next to St Vincent DePaul Church; it featured an 
Olympic size swimming pool, sports, arts and crafts, and acres of woods. The Day camp 
was an immediate success, with a daily attendance of 300 grammar school age girls and 
boys in that first Summer of ’58 and a daily attendance of 500 in the Summer of ’59. The 
Day Camp still flourishes to this day.  
 
With an ever-increasing number of young people participating, the facility at Centre 
Street became inadequate. On June 13, 1964, the late Bishop George W. Ahr blessed and 
opened the present CYO Center at 920 South Broad Street. After all these years, it is still 
home to thousands of youth and adults who participate in the variety of programs and 
activities sponsored by the Mercer County CYO. 
 
Today it’s hard to imagine that the building was originally the RKO Broad Theater. After 
extensive renovations, the auditorium and stage were transformed into a gymnasium 
featuring a regulation size basketball court and bleachers. The balcony became game and 
meeting rooms, and the backstage changed into exercise and locker rooms. Second floor 
backstage dressing rooms reappeared as the arts and crafts area.  
 
No account of the CYO of Mercer County would be complete without acknowledging the 
assistance and interest of the Diocese of Trenton and the dedication and work of the late 
Monsignor Michael P. McCorristin. Monsignor, with a group of volunteers, undertook 
the renovations at 1 Centre Street and 920 South Broad Street, as well as building the 
swimming pool and facilities at the Day Camp.  
 
Likewise, the CYO will always be grateful to the legions of men and women, priests and 
religious educators who in the past as well as in the present, s generously volunteer their 
time and talents serving the youth of CYO in its long history, here in Mercer County and 
throughout the Diocese of Trenton. 
 
 
Written by Monsignor Leonard R. Toomey – August 1996 
 



MONSIGNOR LEONARD R. TOOMEY 
 

JANUARY 21, 1922 – SEPTEMBER 10, 2008 
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organization we are today. 
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The    Mercer          County  CYO 
would like to thank the 

late Monsignor 
McCorristin for his key 

role in the establishment 
of  the CYO Basketball 

Program. We thank him 
for his foresight, 

guidance, and dedication 
to our youth. 
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JOHN "MINCEY" MANCZAK 

MR. "CYO" BASKETBALL 
1916 - 1996 

John "Mincey" Manzak 
 
 

In loving memory of John "Mincey" Manczak, a 
long time CYO referee and coach.  He was a 

great ball player and he really enjoyed his golf 
games.  Mincey was very dedicated in all he did.  
It was a great honor to have the CYO named the 
"John Mincey Manczak Gymnasium" which was 

like his second home. 
 

According to his beloved late wife Kay, he was a loving 
husband and a wonderful father.  John "Mincey" 

Manczak is greatly missed by family and friends and 
especially his daughter Michelle "Mincey" Jr. 

 
August 19, 1916         -       October 27, 1996 

 

  



MERCER COUNTY CYO ATHLETIC DIRECTORS 

Bob Malloy  1962 - 1969 

Carl Thiel 1969 - 1974 

Anka Sivak  1975 - 1992 

Scott Bollwage 1975 - 1980 

Frank Cammarano 1980 - 1983 

Tom Mladenetz 1983 - 1986 

  James Brown    1986 

Rich Foss 1986 - 1987 

Jay Kiernan  1987 - 1989 

John Fasanella 1989 - 1990 

Michael Scanella 1991 - 1992 

Ken Jacobs  1992 - 1993 

Kevin Walsh  1993 - 1994 

Chris Matthews 1995 - 1997 

Chris Merias  1997 - 1998 

Patrick Hardiman 1998 - 2002 

Quincy Walzer 2002 - Present 



CYO BASKETBALL LEAGUE

PARTICIPATING PARISHES

1952 - 2014

Blessed Sacrament 
Cathedral 

Holy Angels 
Holy Cross 

Immaculate Conception 
Our Lady of the Divine 

Shepherd Our Lady of Good 
Counsel 

Our Lady of Sorrows 
Princeton Academy  

Sacred Heart (Trenton) 
St. Ann's 

St. Anthony (Trenton) 
St. Anthony (Hightstown) 

St. Francis 
St. Gregory the Great 

St. Hedwig 
St. James (Trenton) 

St. James (Pennington) 
St. Joachim 

St. John's (Allentown) 
St. Joseph 

St. Peter and Paul 
St. Raphael 

St. Stanislaus 
St. Stephen 

St. Vincent de Paul 
St. Alphonsus (Hopewell) 

St. Mary (Bordentown) 
St. Mary Assumption (Trenton) 

St. Paul (Princeton) 
Stuart 

Trenton Catholic Academy 
Villa Victoria Academy 

CYO BASKETBALL LEAGUE
PARTICIPATING PARISHES/SCHOOLS

1952-2018





CYO Basketball Hall of Fame 
Class of 2004 

 

Inducted on November 14, 2004 
 
 
 

Male Players Female Players 
 
 
 

Jack Adams,  St. Mary's  
Mark Bass,  Sacred Heart  
Lou Bucchere, 0 L S  
John Bucci,  St. Joachim's 
Paul Burroughs, Incarnation 
Jason Malloy,  Holy Cross 
Jim Nemeth,  St. Stephen's 
Brian O'Reilly, 0 L S 
Carmen Nitti, St. James 
Ron Payton, Sacred Heart 
Jack Rafferty, Holy Angels 
Nick Werkman, Immaculate 

Christina Campion, St. Greg's 
Candice Crusen-Piatkowski, St. Stan's 
Linda Cyborski-Weise, St. Raphael's 
Renee Keister- Balke, St. Anthony's 
Kate Larkin, St. Anthony's 
Diane Olech, St. Hedwig's 
Mary Tuffy-Pucciarelli, St. Raphael's 
Maureen Van Horn, Immaculate 

 
 
 
 

Referees Coaches 
 

George Holsman 
John "Mincey"Manczak* 

Dave Potash 

Harold Hall, Sacred Heart  
* Judge David Schroth 
Blessed Sacrament 

 

Joyce Walters, St. Hedwig's 
 
 
 
 
*posthumously 



CYO Basketball Hall of Fame 
Class of 2007 

Inducted on February 11, 2007 

Male Players Female Players 
Shelly Walters-Dearden, St. Hedwig's Art Bobik, St. Mary's 

Steve Brown, Sacred Heart 

Bryan Caver, St. James 

Michael Fahey*, Incarnation 

Doug Hice*, Immaculate 

Tom Kaczor,  Immaculate 

Jack Madden,  Incarnation 

Brian Sakowski, St. Raphael's 

Bill Schuler,  OLS 

Al Tezsla, St. Stephen's 

Ann Ermi-DeMille, St. Raphael's 

Beth Ardery-Fitzpatrick, St. Raphael's 

Lauren Kokotajlo-Grace, Incarnation 

Jen Hutchinson-Piotrowski, Incarnation 

Jamie McCormack, Holy Angels 

Erin Walton, St. Mary 's  Bordentown 

Referees Coaches 
Nick Massari Rose Astore* St. Raphael 's 

Vince Lanzi, St. Raphael 's 

Sandra Valenza-Oropel, Immaculate 

*posthumously



CYO Basketball Hall of Fame 
Class of 2008 

 

Inducted on November 16, 2008 
 
 
 

Male Players 
 
 

Roy Brooks, St. Anthony's 
Joseph Celinski, St. Raphael's 
James Chiarello, Immaculate 
David Fesko, St. Mary's 
Tom Hardiman, St. Anthony's 
Chris Kelly, St. Francis 
Pete Larkin, St. Vincent de Paul 
Kelly Williams, OLDS 

Female Players 
 
 
 

Joanne Ranke-Franks, St. Hedwig's 
Maureen Gorman, Sts. Peter and                         
                         Paul  & St. Mary's  

 

Ashley Graham, Blessed Sacrament 
Erin Devaney-Reynolds, Incarnation 
Margaret Doyle-Warren, St. Stan's 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Referees 
 
 

Carl Chinese 

Coaches 
 
 

John Clancy, Immaculate/St. Joe's 
Mike Drangula, St. Stan's 
Andrew Kusnirik, St. Anthony's 

 
 
 
 
 
*posthumously 



CYO Basketball Hall of Fame  
Class of 2010 

Inducted on November 21, 2010 

 
Male Players 

Brian Bigos, OLS 

Jack Cryan*, St. Joe's 

Donald Ellison, OLDS 

Willie Ellison, OLDS 

Fred Falchi, Immaculate 

Terry Morawski, Holy Cross 

Bob Plumeri, Sacred Heart 

Kevin Tylus, St. Paul's 

 

Female Players 
Cindy Astore, St. Raphael's 

Nicole Brown, St. Anthony's 

Caren Castaldo, OLS 

Patty Hemlinger - Jewell, St. Raphael's                 

Sandy Walker, St. Stan's 

Referee 
Joe O'Gorman 

Coaches 
Bob Bucchi 

Hank Casey* 

Jim Dill 

Special Contributors 
Rose Agabiti 

Scott Bollwage 

*posthumously 



CYO Basketball Hall of Fame  
Class of 2012 

Inducted on November 18, 2012 

 
Male Players 

Skip Harlicka, St. Hedwig's 

Mike Kasian, Holy Angels 

Andrew Kennedy, Cathedral 

Mike Maguire, St. Paul 

Tony Nitti, St. James 

Noel Powell, Sacred Heart 

 

 

 

Female Players 
Jenn Hanlon-Lombardo, St. Stan's 

Nicole Kasian, OLS 

Robyn Korchik-Lucchesi, St. Stan's 

Sandy Mahon-Terry, OLS     

Ami Opalski, Holy Angels 

Tracy Quinn, St. Raphael's 

Referee 
Andy Kondash 

Coaches 
Frank Adams* 

Ralph Cray, Sr.* 

George Kinczel 

Special Contributors 
Mary Kondash* 

Bob Malloy 

*posthumously 



	 	 	 	 			CYO	Basketball	Hall	of	Fame	

	 	 	 	 	 						Class	of	2014	

	 	 	 	 			Inducted	November	16,	2014	

	

MALE	PLAYERS	 	 	 	 	 FEMALE	PLAYERS	

Reggie	Coleman,	Cathedral	 	 	 	 Arielle	Collins,	St.	Anthnoy's	/	St.	Greg's	

Julian	Diaz,	OLS	 	 	 	 	 Colleen	Flynn-Pirrmann,	Blessed	Sacrament	

Charlie	Didun,	St.	Mary's	 	 	 	 Kelly	Hutchinson,	Holy	Angels	

"Roberto"	Bob	Hernandez,	Sacred	Heart	 	 Danielle	Mitala-Bottoni,	Immaculate	

*Frank	Konstantynowicz,	St.	Hedwig's	

Frantz	Massenat,	Incarnation	

John	Samonsky,	St.	Joe's	

	

REFEREES	 	 	 	 	 	 SPECIAL	CONTRIBUTORS	

Paul	Galayda	 	 	 	 	 	 *Bob	Kelliher	

Dave	Jacobus	 	 	 	 	 	 John	Wandishin	

	 	 	 	 	 COACHES	

	 	 	 	 	 *Joe	Holsman	

	 	 	 	 	 		Eileen	McManimon	

	 	 	 	 	 		John	Tandy	

	 	 	 	 	 		Peter	Yull	

*posthumously	
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CYO GOLF CLASSIC 

SAVE THE DATE 

The 22nd CYO Golf Tournament 

will be held Thursday, October 10th, 2019 

at Mountain View Golf Course. 

Join us for a day of Golf and Fun and 

a chance to take home The Fahey Cup! 

For more information contact 

Patrick Hardiman at (609) 585-4280 ext. 102 

or via email at phardiman@cyomercer.org 

Past Fahey Cup Winners

2007 Lou Giovi 

2009 Mike Rossi 

2011 Al Padovano 

2013 Ken Jacobs 

2015   Sean Hartman 

2017   Kevin Tylus 



RALPH CHIARELLO
ST. JOACHIM’S

Ralph was a star for the St. Joachim’s Crusaders in the late 70’s, playing 
under Hall of Fame Coach, Vince Radice.  Chiarello led the Crusaders 
to the school’s first Championship during the 1978 season with a 
17-0 record, along the way Ralph was named CYO MVP!  In addition, 
Chiarello was named St. Anthony’s Sending School Tournament and 
Lower Bucks County CYO Invitational Tournament MVP, and was the 
leading scorer for the 1978 CYO season and All Star Game.
Ralph’s basketball success continued at McCorristin where he was 
one of the leading scorers for a 27-3 Iron Mikes team and led them 
to their first basketball State Championship in 1982.  Ralph has 
given back to the community as a volunteer basketball coach with 
Hamilton PAL, Cook AA, Hamilton Little Lads, and the CYO.  He has 
also served as chairperson for 4 years on the St. Gregory the Great 
Academy School Board.
Chiarello is a graduate of Mercer County Community College and 
attended Trenton State College.  He resides in Hamilton with his 
wife Debbie and their children Nicholas, Kristyn, and Marissa.  Ralph 
worked for the USPA for 16 years while working full-time at his family 
business, Chiarello’s Deli and Catering in Hamilton, and now he is 
co-owner of the business.  Chiarello’s Deli and Catering has been 
recognized multiple times as Trentonian’s People’s Choice Award for 
the best Deli, Hoagies, and Catering.



LOU DEMILLE
BLESSED SACRAMENT, ST. ANTHONY’S, 

        ST. MARY’S - BORDENTOWN

Lou DeMille has been involved with the CYO as a player and coach 
for over five decades!  His playing career began under legendary and 
Hall of Fame Coach, Judge David Schroth, from 1967-1969.  Lou joins 
his wife Ann, as a member of the CYO Basketball Hall of Fame, making 
them the first husband and wife to be inducted, and has coached two 
Hall of Fame members in Erin Walton and Colleen Flynn Pirrmann!

It’s DeMille’s coaching longevity and success that has gained him 
entrance in the CYO Basketball Hall of Fame.  Lou has touched the 
lives of many youth on the many teams that he has coached over 
the years with Blessed Sacrament (boys and girls), St. Anthony’s 
girls, and St. Mary’s Bordentown girls.  DeMille has won multiple 
Championships with the Blessed Sacrament squads, and St. Mary’s 
teams, including a 19-0 season in 1998-1999!

Lou played basketball at Cathedral and Pennington schools before 
heading to Georgetown University where he received a B.S in Foreign 
Service and then to Seton Hall Law School where he received his 
Juris Doctorate.  Lou is Managing Attorney with Zirulnik, Sherlock, 
and DeMille. He resides in Bordentown with his wife Ann, and their 
five boys, Mike, Matt, Kevin, CJ, and Nick.



FRED DUMONT
 REFEREE

Fred B. Dumont is a 43 year member of IAABO Board # 193 and his long and 
illustrious officiating career got started at the CYO!  Dumont was a regular 
at the CYO gyms before he worked his way up the Board 193 ranks and 
beyond, but even as a top State official and administrator, and even today, 
Fred never forgot where he came from.
Dumont passed the IAABO exam in 1974, and in 1982 he was elected to 
Board 193’s Executive Committee where he served 3 consecutive terms, a 
total of nine years.  In 1991, Fred was elected President of Board #193, a 
position he held for 20 consecutive years.  During this time, he served as 
a delegate to NJ State Board # 1.  Fred served as President to Board # 1 on 
four different occasions.  
In 2006, the NJSIAA named Fred the Boys Basketball Official of the Year.  
In 2007, Board # 193 presented Dumont with the Joe Logue Award and 
in 2010, the Colonial Valley Conference named Fred their first Basketball 
Official of the Year award.  He was named the CVC Official of the Year again 
in 2018; the only official presented this award on two occasions.
Fred has officiated in the NJSIAA Tournament for 36 years.  During this time, 
he officiated 31 times in championship rounds.  Fred has also officiated in 
the Mercer County Tournament since its inception 29 years ago, and has 
officiated the Championship game on 19 occasions.
Dumont retired as the Business Manager for Insulators Local Union # 89 in 
July, and currently serves as Labor Liaison for NJ Senate President, Steve 
Sweeney.
Fred lives in Hamilton with his wife Robynn. He has a daughter Candice & 
her husband, Mike, son Fred & his wife, Alisha, and son Joseph.  Fred is 
the proud grandfather of Declan, Ascher, Finn, and Carter Osmond & Fred, 
Dean, and Dominic Dumont.  Fred takes pride in his stepson Chris Filippone 
& his wife Allison, and their daughters Julia and Anna and stepdaughter 
Cheryl Filippone.



HERMAN ENGLISH
REFEREE

Herman English, affectionately known as “Buster”, was a true gentleman 
and friend to the CYO.  He was also an excellent basketball official, and 
a loving husband, and father.  For close to a decade, starting in the mid 
90’s Herman was a regular referee for the CYO Grammar School Basketball 
league.  He spent many Friday nights, Saturdays and Sundays officiating 
games.  It was only until Herman began to climb his way up the IAABO 
Board 193 ranks to more high school and college games did his time on 
the CYO courts slow down.  Even then his presence remained, because he 
loved the CYO!  In addition to the CYO Grammar School league, Herman 
was also a long time referee for the CYO Teen Program where he not only 
called the games but mentored the Trenton teenagers that participated.  In 
addition to refereeing basketball, Herman spent many years coaching his 
son Mark, in Trenton PAL basketball.
In 2013, Herman and his wife Constance were taken too soon is a tragic car 
accident.  They left behind four children; Tamika, Darren, and Mark English, 
and Marcus Foster; and one granddaughter, Alyse Davis.    Herman and 
Constance were members of ‘I Am Kenny J’ Dance Group; traveling locally 
and around the country to compete in dance competitions.  Wherever he 
and his wife danced, they captured the attention of all in attendance and 
dominated the dance floor.  Herman had that effect as an official as well 
on the courts.  
English was a graduate of Hamilton High West and attended Mercer County 
Community College and Rider University.  He was employed with the State 
of NJ since 1975 and most recently with Human Services as a Software 
Development Specialist 3.  English was also owner of E&F Associates Tax 
Service, where he had many of the same clients for decades.  Herman will 
continue to be missed by the CYO basketball organization as he has made a 
true impact during the time he was affiliated and beyond!



RASHAWN GLENN
CATHEDRAL

OUR LADY OF DIVINE SHEPHERD

Rashawn Glenn was a superstar in the CYO league from 1985-1988, 
winning Championships with Our Lady of Divine Shephard in 1986 
and St. Mary’s Cathedral in 1988, on a perfect 34-0 team!  Glenn was 
coached at Cathedral by Hall of Famer, Jim Dill, and was the 1988 
Playoff MVP, and the regular season Co-MVP along with teammate, 
Deon Hames, on that magical unbeaten team!  

Glenn continued his basketball career at The Hun School  from 1988-
1992 where he was a three time first team all NJ Prep selection, and 
led Hun to the 1992 State Championship!  Rashawn is the third all 
time leading scorer in Mercer County High School Basketball history, 
with 1,935 points.  His career continued at Lehigh University, and 
was named the 1993 Patriot League Rookie of the Year, a two time 
All Patriot League Player. Rashawn has been inducted into the Lehigh 
University Hall of Fame, in large part due to being a three time Lehigh 
basketball MVP and ranks in the top five in all time scoring.

Rashawn graduated from Lehigh with a B.A in Political Science in 1997 
and a Masters Degree in Political Science in 2000.  Glenn resides in 
Jersey City and is a Business Sales Manager for Johnson & Johnson.  
He has three children, daughter Ariana and sons Justin and Jayden.  
Glenn is a member of the Board of Diversity at Hun and Class of 1992 
Alumni President.



JIM HAGGERTY SR.
INCARNATION

Jim Haggerty was a proud coach of CYO basketball.  His CYO career 
began assistant coaching at his alma mater, Blessed Sacrament, with 
the late Judge David Schroth in the late 1960’s.  Jim moved on to 
become head coach of Incarnation Grammar School as his children 
came of age in the 1970’s.  Throughout his many years of coaching 
Jim led his teams to two CYO championships, and many other 
successful years with second and third places finishes. His work on 
the basketball court impacted the lives of the many boys he coached 
throughout his years at Incarnation.  He maintained many of those 
relationships for the entirety of his life.

After attending Drexel University, Jim worked for Mercer County as 
a Civil Engineer and as the Superintendent of the Mercer County 
Park Commission.  During his time he saw the creation of Mercer 
Park, the county golf courses, the ice rink, the tennis center, the boat 
house and many other facilities used by our community today. He 
was married to the late Patricia Haggerty for 54 years and had five 
children, Kevin, Beth, Colleen, Jim and Patrick.  He was a well-loved, 
decent man with a unique ability to connect to people of all ages, 
and tell a great story – many about coaching CYO basketball.  



JOE HEJDA
SPECIAL CONTRIBUTOR

Joe Hejda, also known as “The Voice of the CYO”, is being inducted 
into the Basketball Hall of Fame as a Special Contributor.  It’s Joe’s 22 
years of announcing that has earned him this honor.  Hejda started 
with just working OLS home games, but it wasn’t long before his talent 
was noticed and he was everywhere.  Joe was working CYO games 
at most gyms and was a regular for home games at St. Raphael’s, St. 
Greg’s, TCA, OLS and Notre Dame for St. Paul’s home games, as well as 
CYO  Championships and All Star Games. Some days Joe would work 
all day, for the entire slate of a team’s home games, and the first one 
was just as important and well done as the last.  Hejda made a regular 
season game an event, and he did it for the love of the game, the CYO 
and the participants when he made them feel like superstars!
Joe’s work as an announcer stretched beyond the CYO as he worked 
for Princeton, Notre Dame, TCA, and Lawrenceville Prep High Schools 
(basketball, football, lacrosse, hockey), Cheerleading tournaments, 
HGSA Softball and many other sporting events.  Hejda was the first 
announcer to call a game at Met Life Stadium when he was asked 
to work a High School Lacrosse Tournament for Lawrenceville Prep.  
Joe was also the voice of St. Greg’s Carnival for over 30 years and his 
nickname of “The Voice of the CYO” stretched to “The Voice of Mercer 
County.”
Joe passed away quickly in July after a courageous battle with cancer.  
He is survived by his wife Joanne, and children Lindsay and Jonathan.



PETER KELLY
OLS

Peter started with the OLS Blue Knights as a member of their 
Freshman team in 2000 and finishing his career in 2004 under the 
guidance of longtime coach, Dave Larkin.  Kelly’s accomplishments 
are impressive and include:  Member of 2000 Freshman, 2002 JV, and 
2004 Varsity Championship teams, 2000 Championship Game MVP, 
2004 CYO Scholar Athlete winner, and 2004 Diocesan Tournament 
Champions.  All this along with multiple all-tournament team honors.

Peter went on to star at Nottingham High School where he became a 
1000 point scorer, a two time All-County selection, two time Mercer 
County three point leader, multiple all tournament teams, and lead 
the Northstars to the 2008 CVC Valley Division Championship!  Kelly 
continued his basketball career at The College of New Jersey.  In 
addition to hoops Peter was an accomplished baseball player and 
a member of the 2008 Northstars Mercer County Tournament 
Championship team and holds the Nottingham record for pitching 
wins in a season.  He was inducted into the 2014 Nottingham Athletic 
Hall of Fame.

Peter graduated from TCNJ with a BS degree in Accounting; he is 
a Certified Public Accountant (CPA) currently employed as a Senior 
Auditor at BASF Corporation.  Pete’s dad Chris is a member of the 
CYO Basketball Hall of Fame, making them the first father and son 
inductees!  Kelly also notes that he was lucky enough to have many 
of his CYO games called by the Voice of the CYO, tonight’s fellow 
inductee, the late Joe Hejda as well as his favorite basketball official 
is tonight’s Hall of Fame inductee, the late Herman English.



ROSEMARY LaMACHIA
SPECIAL CONTRIBUTOR

CYO Basketball Opening Day Mass is a long standing tradition that 
has always been meaningful to the players, cheerleaders, coaches, 
officials, parents, and administrators that attend getting the season 
off to a special start.  Over the last 20 years it has become more 
special with the participation of Rosemary LaMachia.  

Participating in Mass through Cantoring has been a daily occurrence 
for Rosemary and she has learned the importance of inviting the 
Lord into all aspects of her life through it.  When first asked to cantor 
at Opening Day Mass for the CYO it was an easy Yes, from Rosemary, 
as she has always felt as if she was helping enliven the daily faith 
experience with another generation.  There is no doubt that through 
Rosemary’s time and beautiful efforts, the CYO Basketball program, 
through its Opening Day Mass has brought a great spiritual meaning 
to all that have attended.

LaMachia Cantors at Our Lady of Sorrows / St. Anthony’s Parish and 
is a professional seamstress specializing in Bridal and ladies formal 
wear.   She resides in Bordentown with her husband, John.  She has 
two daughters, Sara LaMachia, and Kate Passafaro, and her husband 
Mike, and two granddaughters Aubrey and Sophia Passafaro.



STEVE MACZINKO
ST. ANTHONY’S

Steve was a two year star for St. Anthony’s, leading them to the 
CYO Championship during the 1966-’67 season!  MacZinko recalls 
the path to the Championship that year was through regular season 
revenge of Incarnation, which was led by CYO Hall of Fame Mike 
Fahey, and OLS led by Bob Skarpotowski, in front of an intense, noisy, 
and sellout crowd at the CYO Center!

Steve continued his basketball career at St. Anthony’s High where 
he was a two time First Team All County selection, two time Team 
MVP, and a 1,000 point scorer, all of which earned him a full athletic 
scholarship to St. Joseph’s College in Philadelphia.  MacZinko played 
for the Hawks for four years, was a member of two NCAA Tournament 
Teams, and Team Captain during the 1974-1975 season.  Steve 
graduated from St. Joe’s with a B.S. in Marketing and Management.

MacZinko has continued to coach basketball and led a U16 AAU B 
Division Team to a 2006 State Championship and was also named 
as a Top 50 Athlete of St. Anthony’s/McCorristin/TCA.  Steve is a 
retired Marketing Consultant and spent time at Notre Dame High 
School as Director of Institutional Advancement, overseeing all 
school fundraising.  Steve resides in Hamilton with his wife Patricia 
and daughter Maura and son Ryan.



ALEXA MILLAS
ST. ANTHONY’S

Alexa was a star at St. Anthony’s under legendary Hall of Fame coach, 
Joe O’Gorman.  Her four year CYO career spanned from 1980-1983 
and included the 1982 CYO Championship and the 1983 Knights of 
Columbus Championship where she was named Tournament MVP!  
Millas continued her basketball career at McCorristin High School 
where she was a 1,000 point scorer and was awarded 12 Varsity 
letters and the 1987 Athlete of the Year!  Alexa was a second team 
All Mercer selection in 1986 and in 1987 led the Iron Mikes to the 
Georgian Court Tournament, CVC, Mercer County Tournament, and 
South Jersey Sectional Championships, earning her first team All 
CVC!  Alexa received a basketball scholarship to FDU.  In addition, 
Millas received all CVC and County recognition for softball, soccer, 
and Cross Country, and in 2013 was named as one of McCorristin’s 
50 greatest Iron Mikes athletes!
Alexa resides in Hamilton and is a retired manager from Verizon 
after 28 years of service and now working as a Financial Advisor 
Representative with Beacon Financial Group in Flemington.   



KRISTIN VORHEES JACOBS
ST. GREGS’S

Kristin remembers her nine years of education, at St. Greg’s fondly, and what made her 
experience even better was her participation in competitive athletics, including CYO soccer, 
basketball, softball, and track and field.  Special CYO coaches like Mick Shanklin, Ray 
Procaccini Sr., and, Hall of Famer, Mike Maguire are a huge part of the reason why Kristin 
dedicates herself to young athletes today.  Kristin spent many Sundays honing her skills in 
Trenton at Junior 4, before getting the call up to varsity where she excelled and helped St. 
Greg’s to CYO Championships and was named to many All Star teams!
As a high school athlete, Kristin earned 12 varsity letters and Spartan of the Year as a senior, 
by excelling in soccer, basketball, and track and field.  Kristin was All-Conference, All State, 
and a Mercer “33” goalkeeper selection, for the Central Jersey Group 3 Champions Steinert 
Girls Soccer team in 1996.  She was a two year varsity captain and MVP her senior season.  
In basketball, Kristin started Varsity as a freshman at SHS, and was named to various all-star 
teams and All Conference selections during her four year career.  In 1998, she was given 
the Renee Keister award!  Kristin played AAU basketball for seven years and competed in 
two separate AAU National Championships, finishing as high as 15th in the nation.  She was 
awarded a basketball scholarship to Division II West Chester University.
As a freshman at West Chester, she was named Most Improved Player.  After her junior 
year she was awarded the Carol Eckman Scholarship Award given to the player who best 
exemplifies the sportsmanship and dedication.  Kristin was named MVP of the Carol Eckman 
Tournament in 2001 and named to the PSAC First Team All-Conference for the 2001-2002 
season.  Off the court, Kristin excelled in the classroom getting named the Athletic Directors 
Honor roll and to Dean’s list.  
Upon graduation, Kristin was a Graduate Assistant / Strength Coach for West Chester, Asst. 
Coach at Division II Slippery Rock University, Stuart Country Day School, and West Windsor 
North.  She has coached soccer, field hockey, basketball, volleyball and track and field.  
Kristin coaches and runs, the AAU organization, the Mid Jersey Mavs.  She is a member of 
the Mercer County IAABO, Board # 193, and was inducted into the Steinert Athletic Hall of 
Fame in 2010.  Jacobs currently teaches 8th grade English Language Arts at Reynolds Middle 
School.  She is Head Girls Varsity Basketball Coach, an assistant varsity girl’s soccer coach, 
and a Track and Field coach at Steinert High School.  After her 6th season as Spartans Head 
Coach, in 2018, Voorhees Jacobs was named Coach of the Year from the CVCBA, Trentonian 
and NJ.com.  She has also founded and runs her own basketball camp, S.G.B. Camps, and 
trains athletes in small groups and individuality for basketball and for goalkeeping.  Kristin 
resides in Hamilton with her husband, Brian and two ador-a-bull pits, Britt and Luke.



DON WALSH SR.
ST. MARY’S

Don Walsh started coaching St. Mary’s of The Assumption Girls 
basketball team in 1982 when his daughter played and continued 
after she graduated in 1984 until the schools closing in 2000.  For 
18 years it was his passion.  Many of his players went on to play 
successful high school careers and a few also in college.  Don’s 
favorite opposing coach was Joyce Walters and he enjoyed the St. 
Mary’s vs. St. Hedwig’s game day matchup.  Don always had a good 
day at the CYO when his favorite referee John (Mincey) Manczak had 
his game.  Mincey had a unique way of keeping the highs and lows 
in check.  Although the wins were great, you always remember the 
tough losses.  For Don, winning or losing wasn’t the priority, it was 
about the players and his parish.  He was born into the St. Mary’s 
parish.  He and his brothers attended grammar school there and he 
is still an active parishioner today.

Don’s fondest memory of coaching at the CYO is being on the sidelines 
with his son Don and his Godson Charles “Marty” Walsh.

His enjoyment for competition has been a big part of his life.  Don 
started playing slow-pitch softball in 1972 and continues to do so 
today at age 77.  He graduated from Hamilton High West and spent 
forty years as a union electrician.  Don has been married to his wife 
Mary for 51 years.  They have two children, Don and Michelle and 
five grandchildren.  He and his wife spend their winters in Siesta Key, 
Florida.



DAWN POLAND WOLFSGRUBER
ST. GREG’S

Dawn began her CYO involvement as a player with St. Greg’s from 
1981-1984 then returned as a coach with the Lions in 1996 and 
continued until 2012.  When the CYO basketball league expanded 
from just Boys and Girls Varsity, and Boys JV, to Girls JV, in 1998, 
Wolfsgruber was there for the expansion with her St. Greg’s JV team, 
and won the Championship in the inaugural season.  20 years after 
helping to get the Girls JV Program off the ground the division has 
doubled its size and remains strong.

The CYO later expanded to the Freshman level, and Dawn was there 
to help with the early days of that division, and won a Freshman Boys 
Championship in 2012, her final season as a coach.  The addition of 
Freshman basketball for the CYO is one of the reasons the league 
remains solid in its 66th year!

Wolfsgruber resides in Hamilton with her husband Dave and their 
children Kaitlyn and Zachary.  Dawn attended St. Greg’s grades K-8, 
McCorristin High, and Rider College, and she is currently employed 
as an Educational Assistant.  Dawn’s favorite CYO coach was her 
longtime assistant, her sister, Karen Stives. 



DEBRA ZSENAK HART
ST. RAPHAEL’S

Debra was a star at St. Raphael’s, playing under Hall of Fame Coach, 
DiAnne Trail, where she was part of several Championship teams.  
Most notably Debra’s 1984 St. Raphael’s team went 30-1 winning the 
CYO Championship and The Knights of Columbus Tournament!  Debra 
also participated in CYO Cheerleading and softball for St. Raphael’s.  
Debra went on to star at Hamilton West where she became a 1,000 
point scorer and recipient of the Hamilton Elks Senior 12 Female 
Athlete of the year Scholarship.  Hart was also a tremendous soccer 
and softball player at West, she earned 11 Varsity letters in the 
three sports!  From there her basketball career continued at Rider 
University and she was named to an All Tournament Team at a 
Georgia Tech Tournament. 

Hart received her BA from Rider in Elementary Education and 
Psychology and is a first grade teacher.  She resides in Springfield, NJ 
with her husband, Christopher, and their children Madison, Brooke, 
and Colin.  Debra has given back to the community and to the CYO as 
a basketball coach at St. Greg’s. 



MR. CYO BASKETBALL 2016 - 2017
DONAVIN CRAWFORD

ST. GREG’S

Donavin Crawford fell in love with the game of basketball when he 
was around the age of eight years old. His love and passion started 
within his township recreational league in North Hanover, New 
Jersey. Donavin’s desire to play only grew over the next few years 
spending countless hours in the gym improving his strength and 
skillset. He says, “The basketball court is the only place where I feel I 
can be myself, and show of all my hard work.” 
Donavin continued to play for Northern Burlington County Regional 
Middle School, in his hometown until the 8th grade. He then began 
playing for St. Gregory the Great in Hamilton, New Jersey. Leading 
his team to win the CYO Championship, where he was presented 
MVP for the regular season. Also, he was awarded Mr. CYO, and was 
recognized for leading the team in scoring. Donavin was also selected 
to play in the All Star game where again he was named MVP. 
For his 9th grade year Donavin chose to attend Cornwell Egan in 
Fairless Hills, PA. where he was placed on the varsity team and was 
chosen to start many of the games during the season. In February 
2018 he began playing for WeR1 an AAU team in the Under Armor 
Association (UAA). Donavin is now in the 10th grade attending 
Trenton Catholic Academy in Hamilton, New Jersey. He is constantly 
working hard at building and improving his skillset for the game he 
so very much loves. He states, “I am so blessed to have so much 
support from my friends, and my family in all that I do.”



MS. CYO BASKETBALL 2016 - 2017
NICOLE RENDE

ST. GREG’S

My mom always told me that all I ever played with when I was little 
was balls, basketballs, soccer balls, and baseballs.  When I was about 
6 years old, my mom and dad enrolled me in the YMCA basketball 
little league and I remember the coach telling my Mom, “Don’t even 
let her stop playing basketball, she’s going to be a great player.”  
From that day on I continued to play basketball, for the YMCA and 
then I started playing for my school, St. Gregory the Great, the CYO.  
I played for the CYO throughout my years at St. Greg’s and also my 
freshman year at Notre Dame.  

I’m so honored to be receiving the Ms. CYO Basketball Athlete of 
the Year Award, it truly means a lot to me.  There is someone who 
inspired me to become a basketball player and that was my Dad, 
he loved to watch me play and would always challenge me to a one 
on one where he would give me great advice on my game.  I know 
he would be very proud of me today.  Currently, I’m playing for my 
High School, Notre Dame and a travel team, AAU Lady Hawks and 
I’m hopeful to continue my basketball career throughout college.  I’d 
like to quote one of my favorite basketball players, Steph Curry, “I’ve 
never been afraid of big moments, I get butterflies, I get nervous and 
anxious, but I think those are all good signs that I’m ready for the 
moment.”



MS. CYO BASKETBALL 2017 - 2018
GRACE JAKIM

OLS

In January, 2013, Grace transferred into third grade at OLS after her family 
moved from Northern Virginia back to NJ.  Having been a student athlete 
and playing multiple sports at St. Theresa in Va., Grace couldn’t wait to join 
the OLS sports teams.  Her first opportunity came in fourth grade when 
she began playing intramural basketball.  As a fifth grader, Grace not only 
played JV girls basketball, but was recognized by the varsity coaches and 
was asked to play up as a varsity team member as well.  Grace continued 
to play both JV and varsity in the sixth grade and scored over 240 points for 
the year as a varsity player.
During the 2016 - 2017 season she played a key role as the starting point 
guard helping lead OLS varsity team throughout the season and scored 
over 300 points.  Grace was nominated team captain for the OLS varsity 
girls’ for the 2017 - 2018 tem which went on to have an undefeated season 
with a record of 18-0.  The Blue Knights went on to win the CYO league 
championship as well as the Christmas tournament championship.  Grace 
was recognized as the CYO varsity girls MVP for the 2017 - 2018 season and 
closed out the season with 267 points.  
During her four years of playing varsity basketball at OLS, Grace scored over 
800 points.  Although recognized for her individual efforts, Grace always 
stressed team work and used her leadership skills in instill a strong sense of 
camaraderie amongst her teammates.  Grace enjoys playing travel soccer 
for PDA and spending time with her friends.  She is currently a freshman 
attending Notre Dame High school where she plays JV soccer and plans on 
playing ND basketball.
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Hot & Cold Catering for all occasions.   

CHIARELLO’S

CATERING & DELI

1624 Hamilton Avenue 
Hamilton, NJ 08629 

www.chiarellos.com 
609-586-4635 



CAPITOL CITY 

VENDING CO.
Vending & Amusement 

Machines

24 HOUR SERVICE
2300 South Clinton Ave.

Trenton, NJ 08610

(609)392 - 0317

1 - 800 - 870 - 0317



Congratulations to the 

Hall Of Fame inductees and 
the CYO of Mercer County

for providing a first class

youth basketball league

for 66 years!

Greg Hritz

 General Manager of Haldeman Dealerships

607 Highway 33

Hamilton Square, NJ 08619

(609) 586 - 7600

Congratulations to the 

Hall Of Fame inductees and 
the CYO of Mercer County

for providing a first class

youth basketball league

for 66 years!

Greg Hritz

 General Manager of Haldeman Dealerships

607 Highway 33

Hamilton Square, NJ 08619

(609) 586 - 7600



                          
 
 

 
 

           Basketball Camp 
            At Our Lady of Sorrows School 

 
 

                   Serving the Greater Trenton Area Since 2000 
 

  Like us on Facebook! - https://www.facebook.com/fundamentalsbballcamp 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to our camp speaker, Fred Dumont 
 

& best wishes to all the of the inductees to the 
 

2018 Class of the CYO Hall of Fame! 
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Mayor Kelly Yaede 
is proud to support the  
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Congratulations to Ralph 
Chiarello for your induction in the 

 CYO Hall of Fame!  
We are so proud of you! 

Love Mom, 
 Mom & Dad Murdza



C O N G R A T U L A T E S  R A L P H  C H I A R E L L O   
A N D  A L L  T H E  I N D U C T E E S  I N T O   

T H E  2 0 1 8  B A S K E T B A L L  H A L L  O F  F A M E !  

T h e  C h i a r e l l o  F a m i l y  



#GI INGTUESDAY 
Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

#GIVINGTUESDAY is a global day of giving fueled by 
the power of social media and collaboration on the 

Tuesday following Thanksgiving and widely recognized 
shopping events Black Friday and Cyber Monday. 
#GIVINGTUESDAY kicks off the charitable season, 

when many focus on their holiday and end of the year 
giving. Help support the CYO this #GIVINGTUESDAY! 

Click on our webiste to make a secured on - line 
donation. The CYO is an IRS approved 501(c)(3) tax 
exempt entity. 

For more information, contact Patrick Hardiman at 
(609) 585 - 4280 ext. 102, or via email at 

phardiman@cyomercer.org

Our mailing address is: 
CYO South Broad St. Center 

920 South Broad St. 
Trenton, NJ 08611 

cyomercer .org 


